the physician who prescribes and the patient who ingests, and a crystal example of how to make technology readable.
George Vlasak deals handily with the complexity of suicidal behavior and dares the taboo truth of the 'social worthiness scale,' indicated by the loudness and length of the ambulance siren and attitudes of Emergency Room staff. Bodies of suicides (unless famous), sharing the bottom of the scale with skid-row alcoholics, are subject to experimental indignities by doctors, and refusal of handling by nurses.
Seymour Perlin's contribution on Psychiatry explains reasons for suicide (the helpless rage) engendered by inability to change the world, or adapt oneself, the revenge motif, t he despair of guilt and failure ) , and shows how the isolation common to all t hese makes help-seeking less likely.
Dr. Sainsbury de'scribes varying modes of such help, and how all suicide prevention agencies, lay and professional, could be integrated to save lives.
Mary M 0 n k, on statistics, points out the difficulties of evaluating such suicide prevention services, since one cannot justify withholding the services from a selected or random group.
All in all, this handbook, from a group of concerned and informed people, is a welcome addition to the literature of suicide. The notion of what is natural and unnatural is difficult to apply. With the emphasis on application to human beings and in the medical context of the dichotomy between 126 disease and health, the basic Aristotelian framework is examined. Such a study of the natural and of deviations therefrom may prove useful in the clarification of disease. In Britain there has been much emphasis by health-care planners on the use of computers and data banks, with little concern for the loss of privacy that this might entail. Although "the public in general has been remarkably submissive," occasional voices have been raised about the potential threats of modern technology to the individual. In the past, possibly damaging information concerning patients has been under the control of the individual physician. Control is lost when files are computerized_ Although bureaucrats have maintained that the computer will not be misused in a dem-
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